Sport and Physical Education Numismatics and Philately

Purposes: 

1. Foster artistic creativity in depicting various sport and physical activity images.

2. Learn about sport and physical activity cultures of other states.

3. Apply purpose (1) to U.S. currency and postage, reinforcing measurement and iconography.

Application:

As an extra credit or homework assignment—upper elementary through high school.  In elementary school settings, if a reinforcement system is used in which individual children or classes earn “tokens”, the best (however defined) submissions could be reproduced and used in the reward system.  A contest could be held yearly for new designs.

To DO:

Idea 1: Each year, the US Mint has been producing state quarters.  Create your own state quarter(s) based on your ideas/imagination of what activities best represent what children and/or adults in other states do.  For example, a California state quarter might depict a beach scene with a family playing Frisbee.  Be faithful to the standard design of the quarter (e.g., all quarters have “United States of America,” “In God We Trust,” the year, etc.).

Idea 2: Mint your own bills in denominations that are presently in circulation: $1, $5, $10, $20, $50, $100.  While students can come up with their own designs, this version offers an opportunity to research what physical activities the person depicted on the bill might have done or common activities of a particular era.  For example, George Washington was an avid horseman; during Lincoln’s time, baseball was first coming into its own; Alexander Hamilton may be depicted engaged in a duel; Andrew Jackson was from what was then regarded as Tennessee wilderness and a scene depicting fishing, archery, or hiking may be depicted.  As was the case in Idea 1, certain features of each bill should adhere to what is found on all U.S. banknotes.

Idea 3:  Design your own postage stamps.  Collectors of stamps sometimes collect a certain country’s stamps or collect thematically (e.g., birds, racecars, politicians).  For this assignment, you can offer a choice of themes.  The possibilities are endless; examples may include: famous sport heroes, female pioneers in sport, a city’s sports history, aquatic activities, adventure activities, fitness components, national parks.

IDEA by David Kahan, San Diego State University.

