BLIND MAN’S SOCCER

PARTNER COOPERATION HANDICAP AWARENESS
OBJECTIVE:

Students will practice giving and following directions as they experience the loss of the sense of sight.  Trust will be important in this interesting activity.

COGNITIVE LINK:

Following directions is an important skill for all learning situations.  Trusting each other is a valuable social and lifetime skill.  Being aware of the power of our senses in learning is strengthened when one sense, sight, is taken away.

EQUIPMENT:

Have a blindfold for each set of partners.  A homemade blindfold could be a bandanna, or for your younger students, a paper grocery sack placed over the head so the lower vision isn’t restricted as much.

ORGANIZATION:

Students choose a partner and start in personal space scattered around the large play area.  One partner starts blindfolded.  The beanbag is placed at the feet of the blindfolded partner.

ANTICIPATORY SET:

TEACHER’S QUOTE:  “I bet your teacher is always telling you to follow the directions carefully.  This game will help you practice giving and following directions.  It also challenges you to trust your partner because one partner will be blindfolded and will have to rely on their partner’s good directions in order to be successful.  How are your soccer skills?  You’ll need good kicking and aiming skills as well.”
ACTIVITY:

The Teacher gives the signal “go”.  The partner chooses a target for the blindfolded partner to aim at.  The partner begins to give directions to his/her blindfolded partner without touching him/her unless the blindfolded partner is in danger.  Directions might be “The beanbag is 2 feet in front of your right toe.  Take 2 small steps forward.  Kick the beanbag about 10 feet straight ahead.  Now take 10 steps forward and to your left.  The beanbag is now about 6” you’re your right.  Turn your right and take one step forward, etc.  After the first partner kicks the beanbag to the target, the partners switch placed so that both partners have a turn blindfolded.

CLOSURE:

TEACHER’S QUOTE: “How did it feel to be “blind”?  Why did you have to listen so closely to your partner?  What did you learn about trust from this activity?  Friendships and relationships are built on trust.  As you learn to be the best person you can be, remember to trust and follow directions carefully.”
