SLAP COUNT

CROSS LATERALIZATION, PARTNER, INTEGRADED 

GAME FOR MATH AND SPELLING

OBJECTIVE: 

Students will use their math and spelling skills in a rhythmic game that challenges the brain to think faster while strengthening the brain by crossing the midline. 

COGNITIVE LINK: 

The brain can only concentrate on one thing at a time.

ACADEMIC CONCEPTS:  

Addition, skip counting, multiplication.

EQUIPMENT: 

None.

ORGANIZATION:

Students face a partner with hands extended palms up about waist high to form “drums” to slap out a beat.  

ANTICIPATORY SET:

TEACHERS’S QUOTE: “Let’s train your brain to think better and longer!  We’re going to see why you really can’t talk and listen at the same time.  It’s impossible for your brain to concentrate on more then one thing at a time.” 

ACTIVITY:

MATH GAME: Partner #1 starts by gently slapping his/her right hand into the right palm of partner #2 and then the left hand into the partner #2’s left palm, keeping a steady beat.  Then partner #2 slaps the right then left palms of partner #1.  Say “1-2-3-4, etc.” Count out loud in rhythm 1-25.

Now skip count using the same right-left-right-left slap pattern counting by 3’s then 6’s, 9’s, etc.  (Multiplication tables).  Challenge yourself by skip counting any number. 

Variations: SPELLING: Partner #1 slaps his/her name 2 letters at a time into the palms of partner #2 and partner #2 spells his/her name 2 letters at a time into the palms of partner #1 using the same slapping pattern as before.  Notice how much harder your brain has to work to not think about what your partner is spelling.  

Variation: Each partner thinks of a spelling word but doesn’t tell his/her partner what it is.  Using the same slap pattern, each partner slaps out his/her word.  When finished, partner #1 has to try to tell partner #2 his/her word, and vice versa.  

CLOSURE: 

TEACHER’S QUOTE: “Was it hard for you to concentrate on 2 things at one time?  Slap counting can help train your brain for thinking longer and harder.” 

