SNOWY DAY
RELAY, THROWING AND CATCHING, COOPERATION

THEMATIC LESSON

LINKING LITERATURE TO MOVEMENT, MATH GREATER THAN

Objective: After reading the story called The Snowy Day thematic lessons teach students about snow.
Cognitive Link: Linking literature to movement brings books alive and reading fun.  The brain searches for meaning.
Equipment:
The Snowy Day by Ezra Keats 
Golf Tubes

Hoops, Lummi sticks, rings, poly spots, fluff balls to create snowmen

Paper balls

Large paper plates

Washcloths

Large white trash bags

Hats

Organization: 
Relay

Partners

Clean Up your Room format

Anticipatory Set: 
Teacher's Quote: “Let’s create a snowy day.  Let’s pretend our floor is frozen solid like ice and that it is very cold.”
Activity:

Read the book, The Snowy Day.  Create a variety of activities based on the story

Snowshoe Relay







Shuttle Relay

Divide the class into relay teams.  Each student is given tow large paper plates for snowshoes and a pair of golf tubes (or laminating roll tubes) for ski poles.  The student will cross country ski around the cone and back to tag off to the next player in the relay line.

Snowman Relay








Relay

Recycle newspaper and fill 3 large white trash bags per relay team with the crunched up paper.  This represents the three parts of a snowman.  The first person in the relay line takes the largest bag and runs to put it by the cone.  He runs back and tags off.  The second person in the line carries the second bag to stack on top of the first one and runs back to tag off.  The third person carries the head.  The fourth person carries the hat.  The fifth person brings the hat back and so on continuing in the reverse order.  The team that finishes first, and is sitting cross-legged, wins.

Building a Snowman






Cooperation

Students work in groups to build a snowman and/or snow families from a variety of equipment like hoops, sticks, poly spots, fluff balls, and hats.  Take a sleigh ride around the room to view all the snowmen in the snow family parade

Texas Snowball Fight







Relay

Use the clean up your room format to throw paper balls across the net.  Create greater than and less than math sentences.

Sticks









       Rhythms

Each student has a golf tube to represent the stick that Peter used n the story to hit the snow out of the tree.  In a circle formation, students create different rhythm patterns to create their own music.  
Create rain by taping the sticks in contagion around the circle.  Balance the sticks on different body parts.  Practice catching the sticks by letting them slide up and down in your hand.  Say “Top, Bottom, Middle.”

Ice Skating








       Partners

Each student has two washcloths to use as skates.  Ice-skate individually and then with your partner.  See how many tricks you can do like twirl on one foot, turn your partner, and balance.
Closure:
Other winter theme books are Winter Poems, The Snowman at School.
TEACHER’S QUOTE:  “Pretending to be the character in our book, Peter makes reading fun!”

