
November 16, 2011

Chris Christie, Governor

State of New Jersey 

PO Box 001

Trenton, NJ 08625

The New Jersey Association for Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance (NJAHPERD) is the professional organization which advocates for quality health and physical education programs in New Jersey’s schools. 
On behalf of the organization’s 2,000 members, I am writing to express our concern that your recent statement that “gym teachers” should be paid less than math and science teachers appears to indicate a lack of value of the critical role which physical education teachers play in positively impacting the health and academic success of New Jersey’s youth.  
While we appreciate that it may be difficult to attract potential math and science teachers, the value of quality physical education goes far beyond the teaching of the fundamental skills necessary to live a healthy and active life. Physical Education plays an important role in the development of the “whole child” and his/her academic success. The benefits of engaging students in quality physical education, taught by highly-qualified physical education instructors, are equally important as other subject areas. Additionally, physical inactivity is a major health risk behavior that leads to numerous preventable diseases and conditions.  This risk factor significantly contributes to the rising health care costs that are of concern to our country. 
We ask for your support to improve our students’ wellness through quality health and physical education programs as a pro-active approach to disease prevention. Further, we invite you to work with NJAHPERD to create a positive and effective school-based learning environment that supports quality physical education and the professionals who impact the lives of New Jersey’s children. 
Sincerely,
Jacqueline Malaska,

Executive Director
Cc: Commissioner Chris Cerf
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